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AŒBARIJIET
MINN GŒAWDEX

ma’
Charles Spiteri

Dizzjunarju - Teÿawru ædid bil-Malti
ta’ Mario Serracino-Inglott - Hard Cover

Waslilna Dizzjunarju-Teÿawru ædid
 bil-Malti  ta’ Mario Serracino Inglott.

Dizzjunarju tajjeb œafna gœall-uÿu
 ta’ kull Malti

Dan id-Dizzjunarju jinsab gœall-bejgœ 
mill-Uffiççju ta’ The Maltese Herald

 PO Box 330 Merrylands NSW 2160
jew billi ççemplu fuq (02) 9637 9992

Prezz ta’ $45 u ÿidu $10 gœall-posta.

Dan hu d-Dizzjunarju li qed jintuÿa gœat-Tisliba tagœna

Il-œames edizzjoni tal-wirja tal-
œut mtella’ f’Gœawdex mill-Gœaqda 
tat-Trobbija tal-Œut saret fis-sala 
prinçipali tal-Liçeo Ninu Cremona, 
ir-Rabat, Gœawdex,  bejn l-14 u s-
17 t’Awwissu.

Il-ftuœ uffiçjali sar  il-Œamis 14 
t’Awwissu filgœaxija  fejn il-Presi-
dent il-ædid tal-Gœaqda, Charles 
Grima gœamel l-ewwel diskors 
tiegœu. Mistieden gœall-ftuœ kien 
hemm ukoll rappreÿentant tal-Bank 
of Valletta, George Scerri, li gœamel 
ukoll diskors tal-okkaÿjoni. 

Œdax-il membru mill-Gœaqda 
pparteçipaw b’total ta’ 22 akwarju. 
Is-Sibt, il-æurija magœmula minn 
Adrian Puglisevich u  Martin Vas-
sallo gœamlu l-gœaÿla tagœhom 
skond il-kwalità tal-œut u l-arranæa-
ment ta’ l-akkwarji.  Din is-sena kien 
hemm varjetà ta’ œut, kemm ÿgœar 
bœal-Endlers u Guppies sa œut kbir 
bœal Oscars u Quetzal cichlids.  

Charles Pisani minn Sannat œa 
l-ewwel premju b’par Discus filwaqt 
li Fr. Gerard Buhagiar œa t-tieni 
post bil-frieœ tat-Tropeus duboisi 
u tat-Tropheus moori. It-tielet post 
inqasam bejn Robert Bajada bix-
Shubunkins u George Scerri bl-An-
gelfish.

Xi œaæa ædida gœal din is-sena 
kienet il-kompetizzjoni tal-post-
ers li ttellgœet bejn il-membri tal-
Gœaqda, Maltin u Gœawdxin.  Min 
mill-membri xtaq jieœu sehem kellu 
jipprepara poster sabiex, jekk dan 
jintagœÿel, jintuÿa bœala promozz-
joni gœaÿ-ÿewæ wirjiet li jsiru, waœda 
f”Gœawdex u l-oœra f”Malta.  Iÿ-ÿewæ 
posters magœÿula kienu t-tnejn ta’ 
Fr. Gerard Buhagiar li rebaœ ¢100 
prodotti tal-œut.

Gœal aktar tagœrif jew mistoqsi-
jiet fuq iÿ-ÿamma tal-œut wieœed 
jista’ jÿur il-websajt tal-Gœaqda, li 
hija www.maltaaquarist.com 

Wirja tal-Œut f’Gœawdex

Charles Pisani li æie fl-ewwel post fil-Wirja tal-Œut jidher flimkien ma’ 
ibnu Kristin ta’ sitt snin jammiraw l-akkwarji bil-œut li daœœlu gœall-wiri.

Gœawdex se jkompli jgawdi 
b’aktar fondi mill-UE gœall-proæetti 
f’oqsma differenti fosthom l-infra-
struttura, il-qasam tas-saœœa, il-wirt 
storiku u postijiet ta’ rikreazzjoni, 
l-edukazzjoni, il-biedja u l-qasam 
tax-xogœol. Dan permezz ta’ fondi 
mill-baæit tal-UE gœall-perjodu ta’ 
seba’ snin bejn l-2007 u l-2013.

Il-Ministru gœal Gœawdex 
Giovanna Debono tat id-dettalji tal-
proæetti li mistennija jsiru f’Gœawdex, 
waqt konferenza tal-aœbarijiet li gœa-
liha attenda wkoll is-Segretarju Par-
lamentari gœad-Djalogu Pubbliku u 
Informazzjoni Chris Said.  L-attività 
saret f’Wied il-Mielaœ f’Gœawdex 
li se jkun wieœed mill-postijiet li se 
jkompli jgawdi minn fondi Ewropej 
fis-snin li æejjin.

Giovanna Debono qalet li l-
proæetti infrastrutturali li diæà æew 
approvati jinkludu l-bini mill-ædid 
tat-triq tax-Xlendi, it-triq li twas-
sal gœas-santwarju ta’ Pinu, it-tieni 
parti mill-proæett tat-triq li tgœaqqad 
lill-port tal-Mæarr mal-Belt Victo-
ria u proæetti fl-iSptar Æenerali 
t’Gœawdex. Dawn jinkludu t-twaqqif 
ta’ taqsima tar-radjoloæija u t-tieni 
sala tal-operazzjonijiet. 

Anke l-ambjent Gœawdxi se 
jkompli jgawdi permezz tal-proæett 
ta’ tisbieœ tal-ænien pubbliku Villa 
Rundle filwaqt li se jsiru wkoll il-
proæetti ta’ restawr tas-swar taç-
Çittadella, il-proæett tat-tempji 
tal-Ægantija u proæetti oœra minn 
Kunsilli lokali. 

Permezz ta’ iktar korsijiet u 
skemi indirizzati speçifikament gœal 
Gœawdex mistennija jgawdu stu-

denti u œaddiema f’oqsma differenti, 
mhux l-inqas fil-biedja.  Giovanna 
Debono qalet li dawn il-proæetti, li 
tfasslu fil-kuntest tal-Viÿjoni Eko-
Gœawdex, gœandhom ikomplu jtej-
bu l-kwalità tal-œajja tal-Gœawdxin u 
jÿidu l-attività ekonomika fil-Gÿira.

Is-Segretarju Parlamentari Chris 
Said tkellem dwar il-proæetti li saru 
f’Gœawdex mill-fondi ta’ l-ewwel 
baæit li gawda minnu pajjiÿna kemm 
ilu membru ta’ l-UE, jiæifieri fis-snin 
bejn l-2004 u l-2006.  Tul dan il-per-
jodu f’Malta u f’Gœawdex saru xejn 
inqas minn 80 proæett li indirizzaw 
oqsma differenti.  Hu tkellem dwar 
proæetti minn Kunsilli lokali fosthom 
l-ewwel faÿi tal-proæett ta’ rijabili-
tazzjoni ta’ Wied il-Mielaœ, kif ukoll 
dwar proæetti infrastrutturali bœall-

bini mill-ædid tat-triq bejn il-Belt 
Victoria u San Lawrenz, u l-ewwel 
parti tat-triq bejn il-Port ta’ l-Mæarr u 
l-Belt Victoria. 

Hu qal ukoll li fl-aœœar snin 
ÿdiedu l-opportunitajiet ta’ xogœol 
u taœriæ f’Gœawdex wara li ngœataw 
67 kors u saru 3 skemi, li minnhom 
gawdew direttament iktar minn 800 
persuna.  Fl-istess ÿmien saru fa-
çilitajiet æodda gœas-sajjieda, u æiet 
ÿviluppata aœjar l-industrija tad-div-
ing permezz ta’ decompression 
chamber u siti æodda gœall-gœad-
dasa. 

Inbena wkoll l-istitut il-ædid tal-
ITS, sar titjib fil-Muÿew tal-Arke-
oloæija u nbena wkoll Incubation 
Centre gœall-artiæjanat u estensjoni 
gœall-iskola ta’ l-arti u l-artiæjanat.

Ippreÿentati l-proæetti
tal-Unjoni Ewropea f’Gœawdex

It-triq li mir-Rabat tagœti gœal San Lawrenz.

L-akkwarju  Shubunkin ta’ Robert Bajada minn Sannat 
li æie fit-tielet post.

F’inqas minn sena, il-vapur tal-passiææieri The World gœamel it-tieni ÿjara tiegœu fil-gÿejjer Maltin. Wara waq-
fa ta’ jumejn fil-Port il-Kbir, dan il-cruiseliner gœamel waqfa ta’ æurnata ‘l barra mill-port ta’ l-Mæarr f’Gœawdex, 
nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru. Wara s-suççess ta’ l-ewwel ÿjara tiegœu f’pajjiÿna, l-operaturi ddeçidew li jerægœu 
jinkludu lill-Gÿejjer Maltin fil-lista ta’ pajjiÿi fejn il-passiææieri jkunu jistgœu jinÿlu l-art. Dan meta normalment dan 
il-vapur ma jiqafx fl-istess postijiet qabel mill-inqas sentejn. 

Abbord dan il-vapur kien hemm 165 passiææier fil-maææorparti tagœhom Amerikani, kif ukoll 255 membru 
ta’ l-ekwipaææ. Uœud minn dawn il-passiææieri jokkupaw appartamenti fuq dan il-vapur matul is-sena kollha. 
Gœadd konsiderevoli ta’ passiææieri flimkien ma’ wœud mill-ekwipaææ niÿlu l-art u qattgœu l-æurnata fuq il-Gÿira 
ta’ Gœawdex. Din hi t-tieni waqfa ta’ vapuri ta’ dan it-tip f’Gœawdex fi spazju ta’ ftit æimgœat hekk kif vapur ieœor 
kien gœamel waqfa oœra f’Awwissu. 

Ÿjajjar bœal dawn huma mistennija jiÿdiedu fiÿ-ÿmien qarib hekk kif dan l-aœœar il-Ministru gœal Gœawdex 
œabbret uffiççjalment li l-MEPA œaræet il-permessi meœtieæa biex ikunu jistgœu jitwaqqfu façilitajiet ta’ rmiææ 
gœal-cruiseliners fix-Xlendi. 

The World fi ÿjara ‘l barra 
mill-Port ta’ l-Mæarr

Il-Vapur The World  ‘l barra mill-port ta’ l-Mæarr.  Fuq il-lemin jidher ukoll vapur tal-Kumpanija li 
topera s-servizz bejn iÿ-ÿewæ Gÿejjer, il-Gozo Channel.
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These days we have become 
used to seeing foreign teams in 
action. Cable and satellite tel-
evision has brought international 
football into the comfort of our sit-
ting-rooms.

As a result, we have lost that 
feeling of expectation and ex-
citement with which our fathers 
received the news that a foreign 
team was visiting the Islands.

Those were the days when 
such news would buzz around in 
a matter of hours.

Up until the early 1960s, the 
only chance we had of seeing 
‘the foreigners’ was in tourneys. 
In those days, Christmas was 
awaited eagerly by football follow-
ers because it was an opportunity 
to see how the game was played 
abroad and to compare our stand-
ard with that of others.

The Christmas tourney dates 
back to 1927 when the famous SK 
Hajduk of Yugoslavia, made their 
second visit here. There were oth-
er tourneys before but this was the 
first to be held during Yuletide.

SK Hajduk gave the locals an 
exhibition of fine football which did 
credit to their famous predeces-
sors of 1925. The Maltese were 
enthralled by the Hajduks’ impec-
cable approach work which made 
their name synonymous with the 
short-passing game.

From that day on, the Maltese 
were treated annually to a Christ-
mas-time feast of football. Many 
were the continental teams that 
visited Malta during the 50-year 
history of tourney football in Mal-
ta. Some were exceptional, others 
simply good, while a few were of 
mediocre standard.

Whatever their level, however, 
every foreign team had players 
of international calibre who left a 
lasting impression on the minds of 
the Maltese.

The golden era of the Christ-
mas tourney was, undoubtedly, 
that of the pre-World War Two 
period when clubs of the calibre 
of Ferencvaros, of Hungary, SK 
Austria, Admira and Rapid Vien-
na, of Austria, and Prostejov, of 
Yugoslavia, treated the Maltese 
to some of the best football ever 
seen at the stadium.

Some great contests were also 
witnessed when visiting teams 
were matched against each other 
at the stadium. The first teams 
to come to grips on the old Gÿira 
pitch were Somogy, of Hungary, 
and Kladno, of Czechoslovakia.

They played each other three 
times in 1932-33 before they fi-
nally reached a decision, nearly 
bleeding themselves to death in 
the process.

Then there was the classic 
encounter between Hungaria, of 
Hungary, and Rapid Vienna. Both 
teams paraded no fewer than 18 
full internationals to a spell-bound 
crowd of enthusiastic fans.

When I was a boy, old-timers 
in Paola never ceased to mention 
the exploits of such great pre-war 

stars as Bencic, of the Hajduks, 
Hiden and Sezta, of WAC, Klotz, 
of Kladno, and the great interna-
tional stars of SK Admira, Platzer, 
Bican, Hannemann, Usbanek and 
the Vogel brothers.

Other great international stars 
from that era were Szabo, Biro, 
Dudas, Sas, Cseh and Titkos of 
SK Hungaria. They played against 
the ‘Old Masters’ at Highbury in 
1936 only three weeks before 
coming to Malta.

These names probably mean 
nothing to present day football 
fans but in their era they com-
pared favourably with the great 
stars of the present generation.

Although the ‘30s were the 
golden years of the Christmas 
Tourney, the post-war period saw 
a good number of internationals 
playing at the Empire Stadium. 
The Red Star vs Wiener encoun-
ter was devoid of the niceties of 
the game while the Banik Ostrava 
vs Furth friendly match betrayed 
the animosity which always exist-
ed between the two central Euro-
pean countries.

The Siracusa vs Wiener en-
counter was another bitterly fought 
affair while the meeting between 
Palermo and Simmering was a 
keenly contested spectacle full of 
all that is good in football.

Yes, those were the good 
old days and there are still many 
people around whose heart beats 
faster with excitement every time 
those long gone encounters are 
mentioned.

TISLIBA

“GŒ” u “IE” jistgœu jkunu f’kaxxa waœda

SOLUZZJONI TAL-ÆIMGŒA 
L-OŒRA 

MIMDUDIN:-

1.     Kollezzjoni, tagœqida, l-aœ
        jar tal-fus. (5)
3.     Igglorifika, gœolla fil-æieœ
      . (6)
6.     Aktar relaxxanti minn
        doçça biex tinœasel. (5)
8.     Jista’ jkun mejjet.  (4)
9.     Çattri kbar gœat-trasport
        mill-vapuri gœall-art. (6)
11.   Obbligu, dak li gœandek 
        tagœmel b’kuxjenza. (5)
12.   Agœmel dieta u hekk æralu
      . (5)
15.   Ta’ din l-età xi wœud jieœdu
        l-pensjoni. (6)
18.   Kulur, taœlita bejn abjad u
         iswed. (4)
19.   Miskina, Kelina kienet hekk
        gœax ma kellha xejn qud
        diem. (5)
20.   Œataf, bela’ mingœajr ma’
        gœomod. (6)
21.   Familjari jew œbieb tal-qalb
      . (5)

WEQFIN:-

1.      Kaxkar, karkar, œa lejh
      .  (6)
2.      Poææi fuqu u iæbidlu l-flus
      . (4)
3.     Parti ÿgœira, tikka, nitfa. (5)
4.      Bœall-Mulej qalbu tajba. 

         (5)
5.      Biçça laœam kbira. (5)
7.      Mhux maœbub jew fdat.
         (6)
10.    Ajma tgœidx kemm hu 
         tajjeb mimli bl-irkotta ma’
         kikkra kafe. (6)
13.    “ANASTA” dineb, tgerfex
         u sar demonju. (6)
14.    Aktarx tagœtih f’xi tieæ. (5) 
15.    Dgœajsa ÿgœira dejqa 
         ppuntata wara u quddiem.
         (5)
16.    Gœamel imœatra œaÿina. 
         (5)
17.    Gœat-tfal logœba u gœall-
         mastrudaxxa biçca
         gœodda. (4)

Christmas 
Tourney

By Carmel Baldacchino

Shadows 
from the 

past 

Courtesy of The Times of Malta

Hungarian giants Ferencvaros as they lined up against St George’s on Boxing Day of 1937. 
Ferencvaros were probably the best foreign team to visit the Islands during that golden period 

of tourney football in Malta.

Golden years of 
Christmas tourney

Sbatax-il tim imqassma f’erba’ gruppi kkompetew fl-ewwel tournament tal-Futsal f’Gœawdex, li sar bejn id-29 
u l-31 ta’ Awwissu, fil-Kumpless Sportiv ta’ Gœawdex, fir-Rabat.

Dan it-tournament kien miftuœ gœat-timijiet tal-futbol five-a-side Maltin u Gœawdxin, bi tlieta minnhom ikunu 
Gœawdxin.

Fl-aœœar jum tat-tournament, tfal min-nursery kif ukoll grupp ta’ tfajliet lagœbu partiti tal-futbol, filwaqt li kien 
hemm xi logœbiet oœra fosthom il-penalty shootout u l-crossbar challenge. 

Dan it-tournament æie organizzat mill-Assoçjazzjoni Maltija tal-Futsal b’kollaborazzjoni mal-Kumpless Spor-
tiv t’Gœawdex, wara li saru diversi tournaments ta’ dan it-tip f’Malta. 

Il-Kumpless Sportiv ta’ Gœawdex jospita regolarment avvenimenti sportivi kif ukoll attivitajiet relatati oœra 
matul is-sena kollha.

L-Ewwel Tournament tal-Futsal f’Gœawdex
minn Charles Spiteri

Waqt il-logœob kompetittiv fil-Kumpless Sportiv.
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